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certain specific psychological requirements have to be met in
either case. (These will be detailed later.) A good institution
may be much better than a bad foster home, and a first-rate
institution better than an indifferent foster home.
The matter can be summed up by saying that whether the
substitute offered to the child for a home of his own is going to
be helpful or not depends entirely on how far it approximates to
family life in an ordinary good home. It must be a komey whatever
we call it, and whether it be large or small. But it is much easier
for the well-chosen and supervised foster home to provide a true
family life than it is for the large institution to do so.
FAMILY TIES
Social workers and students are now familiar with the vast
importance of family ties in the feelings of children and ordinary
parents.
E.g. in the Cambridge Evacuation Survey1. A report of this was
published by Methuen, 19413 a study was made by various methods
of investigation of the feelings of parents and children about their
separation in the war, and of the reasons why children returned
home against the wishes of the authorities. In many different
ways the facts revealed the great strength of family ties3 even in
families whose homes were poor and general conditions of life
were unsatisfactory. The great majority of the children felt the
separation from their parents acutely, and many of their difficulties
under evacuation arose from the disturbance of family relation-
ships and the shock of separation from their parents.
This fits in with what many people have also reported when
working amongst children who remained in London through the
severest periods of bombing.
The view that separation from the parents and the break-up
of the family seem to be far more adverse to children's develop-
ment and mental health than the physical threat of danger and
death is widely held among psychologists and social workers
generally.
EXAMPLES OF DIRECT EVIDENCE
Let us now consider some samples of the evidence for the view
1 The Cambridge Evacuation Survey, Methuen & Co., 1941. Edited by Susan Isaacs,
S. Clement Brown and R. H. Thouless.